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Astde from many practical bebefits, it

s an Amecrican tradition’to ald men,
women, and children of any nation suf-
fering ‘hunger or famine, A would ‘be
inconsistent with :the - position. of . this

country historically toward the reguire~

ments of other: people for food if our

Government were toobje

American wheat to natfons. behind th
Iron Curtaln, whose people would other-
wise go hungry. In 1923 the Amerlean

Rellef Administration ;uhder Herbert
.. Hoover fed 18 million péople in the ‘So-
* vlet Unlon during a severé famine and
is credited with saving the lives of 9
milllon Russtans, .~ - el TR
- ‘History tells us that natfons engaged
in mutually satistactory trade relatlons
are unlikely to fight each other,. The
proposed sale of wheat would help some-
what toward reducing our 'present ad-
verse balance of payments. Tt is possible
that & wheat agreement would not only
egave American taxpayers money, bring
in revenue, and help stop the outflow
of gold, but mlso accelerate a hew move-
ment for understanding and peace.
Most of all, it would display to the world
that America’s free enterprise system
can outproduce Russlan communism,

Mr, President, on October 10, 1963,
the Plam Dealer, one of the great news-
papers in Ohio and the Nation, published
an editorial entitled “Whent Decislon Is
Wise,” supporting the President in his
deciston to sell wheat to the Soviet Union
and other Comumnunist blos nations;
This excellent editorial ¢alls for biparti-
san support of the President's action in
this matter and states that it would be
& mistake to make an Issue of it for
political purposes. I commend this edl-
torlal to my colleagues and ask unani-
mous consent that it be printed in the
RECORD at this point as part of my re-
merks, L .

There being no objection, the editorial
was ordered to be printed In the Recoro,
as follows: o

‘WieAT D2CISION 18 'WisE

Presldent Kennedy's declsion to permit the
sale of severel million tons of wheat to
Russin and other Communist nations 18 &
good one.

Reasons clted by the President for his
declslon are convincing. : . '

Among these are that  the sale would
reduce the balance-of-payments

provide income for Americans.

And, as he pointed out, the United Sta
has always answered the appeals for
from those needing {t. : .

Mr. Kennedy realistically noted that there

was nothing 0 prevent friendly nations

from buying American graln, converting it
to flour and then selling it to the Com-
munist bloc, 80 why halt direct sales?

Another important benofit will be the
reduction in thoe wheat surplus, for the stor-
age of which the tuxpayers are now putting
out large sums.

Meny of the arguments cited by Mr. Ken-
nedy In favor of allowing the sale had been
used previously by the Plaln Desaler in an
editorial recommending that this dectsion be
mads,

As the President adinitied (n response to
& question at. his nows conference, there will
be eome disngreement with the decision.

Republicans wiil be well advised, however,
not to try to make an 1ssuc of the whent
aale for mere political purposes. The peopte
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would be certatn 'to ses throu _such
- mansuver. and ‘label 1t for_ exactly what It

-would be.- -
- Mr,KENNEDY. Mr.President, a ma.
" 0f greal courage and vislon safled west
“séarch of & new route to the Orient,’

-only an unfulfilled dream. He died, no

growth snd development,

deficit, .
would help our gold reserve, and would ;
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through uncharted waters in:

Christopher Columbus did not find the
treasure he sought, his heroic effort was
unsoclaimed, and he died in poverty

knowing that the primitive shores on:
which his voyege ended were to provide
the opportunity for the reslization of
the greatest and most noble dreams
all mankind. K s

‘We pause each year to honor this ex-
plorer extreordinary and to pay him the
deserved tribute he neyer received during -
his lifetime. His spirit, his determina- °

tion, and his devotion are now recog-. obey. the mandats of &

nized as embodying those qualities we
honor in the highest. . .

Columbus’ dream was the first of many
which, woven together and pursucd, hayve

bullt  the strong and solid foundation -

upon which the cause of democracy
stands today. And democracy has been
realized and perpetusted by men who,
like Columbus, have been undaunted in
the pursuit of a vision. .
The heritage of many nations and
cultures, brought to this country by men
in pursuit of the finest aspirations of
mankind, s the base on which our
country has developed, Indeed, the pre~
aminent position of owr country today
must be largely attributed to the efforts
of such men, and 1t is on them that we
depend s0 heavily for our continued

Ttalian-Americans © are . - especially .
proud of their great ancestor. As their
friends we join with them in praising
Christopher Columbus and the qualities
for which he stands., Columbus dis.
covered America. Hlis countrymen have

helped make our Nation what {t is to- -

day, bringing to it their talents, thelr

character, and thelr rich heritage. v
Here in the Senate on the anniversary .

of his great discovery I know that all

join in saluting Christopher Columbus

gad the qualities which he represents so
¢ : )
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A BILL TO CLARIFY AND PROTECT
THE RIGHT OF THE PUBLIC TO
INFORMATION-—COSPONSOR

Mr. ERVIN. Mr. President, Thomas
Jefferson, in his inaugural address of -
1801, listed “the diffusion of information
and the arraignment of all abuses nt the
bar of public reason’ as one of those es-
sential principles of American Govern-
ment which should form the creed of our
political faith, and the touchstone by
which to try the services of thosc we
trust.

The right of the public and press to
government information is a subject
which has been studied by committecs
of Congress for several years. ‘The re-
lated right of Congress, moreover, as
agent of the people to acquire informa-
tion from the executive branch has

To Amend the

“A-8arvey of Federa)

of lnformation Which can |
from disclosure, and by providing a 't i
course for the eftizen when sgencles dix-

‘measure will provide further guarantees
for the citizen’s’ fundamental right tq
ow what his government is doing; .
, e Subcommitt¢e on Constitutiona]
Rights has long been interested tn prob-’
lems coneerning secrecy In government,
Legislation similar to S. 1666 was intro.
duced by the late Senator Hennings in _
the 85th and 86th Congresses and was
the subject of hearings and studie '
the subcommittee,

. See 8. 2148,
April 16, .1958;

and appendix’ material

printed., Also committee print: “A'Bj
Public Information, Beew

tioh .of  the ' Administrative <Procedure © -
Act,” Reports of Executive Departments
and’ Agencles "and Views of Natlopal, =~
Btate and Local Press:Assoclations, on
B.2149, Also B, 186, 86th Congrass, hear~
ing, April 17, '1059, printed; Yeported
Trom subcommittes as clean bill, S, 2780, -
Also committee print: “Withhdiding ‘of
Information From the Public and Press;

7 , Departments and -
Agencles, 1960”; hearing, on §. 931 and
the “Powers of the President to Withhold
Information From th X
6, 1959, printed, = ;
- During the 85th Congress, 24 session, -

“the subcommittee studied and the Con-

gress enacted, another measure, designed
to prevent officials from relying on an

innocuous “housekeeping statute” asau- - -

thority to withhold information, But
experience has: shown that administra-
tive officials have many weapons in their
arsenal, many of ‘them in the form of

statutory authority granted by Congress . o
for specific purposes, but broadly’ inter-. .

preted In the executive branch, =7

It is clear from the legislative history

of the Adminlstrative Procedure Act of -

1946 that Congress never intended that

the public information section of the'net . .

should be used as a device for withhold-
ing information from the - publio.
Rather, it was drafted to insure that the
public could obtain information about
the operations and procedures of gov-
ernment agencies, ’
Despite the stated intent of Congress,
surveys have shown that this section has
been cited again and again as authority
for restricting avallability of informa-
tion. The results of three of these sur-

85th Congress, hearing, .

¢ Congress,” March =




